
 

 

2017 Keever Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley 

 
 
Release Date  May 2021 – 717 Cases 
 
Release Price  $135 
 
Appellation  Napa Valley 
  
Winemaking Team  Bill and Olga Keever, Vintners 
  Celia Welch, Winemaker 
 
Varietal Composition  100% Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
Alcohol  14.8% alcohol 
 
Cooperage French Oak barrels (57% new) 
 
 

 
Tasting Notes 
 
Much has already been written about the 2017 vintage in Napa Valley, but nothing 
equals actually tasting the wines from this very memorable vintage.  Characterized by a 
record-breaking rainfall in late winter/early Spring, then cooler temperatures for much of 
Summer until August turned alternatingly warm/hot, the year certainly saw a bit of every 
type of weather.  Fortunately, these events were sequenced perfectly; the vines grew 
well in Spring because of the abundant rain, creating healthy canopies which protected 
the fruit well throughout summer and even into the warm days of August.  These 
abundant canopies also helped to create a fully-ripe crop a few weeks earlier than we 
might otherwise expect, and hence the grapes for the Keever 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon 
were harvested between September 12 and 18, 2017, which gave them just a touch 
more time in barrels before being bottled in May 2019. 
 
Ultimately, of course, the story of the vintage becomes a story of a wine.  The 2017 
Keever Cabernet Sauvignon shows abundant aromatic intensity (in part due to a cooler 
June and July) with perhaps just a touch more concentrated ripe red cherry fruit due to 
the warm August.  The aromas of course also show the touch of sweet anise, tobacco, 
and spiced plum so typical to the Yountville region.  At entry, the palate is broad, then 
gains power as the fruit flavors lift.  With a well-experienced nod to our house 
preferences, the tannins are silky/velvety now, and will further resolve if given the 
opportunity to age for an additional decade or more.  717 cases produced.   

– Celia Welch, August 2020 


